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LOTTERYWEST 

Statement 

HON DAN CADDY (North Metropolitan) [6.28 pm]: I rise tonight to reflect on the fantastic work being done 
across the whole state of Western Australia by the talented and very ably-led staff of Lotterywest, and to talk a bit 
about grants and reflect on some of the things that have been said in this chamber. Each year across the state, 
Lotterywest distributes millions of dollars in grants to organisations. Lotterywest has been critical in managing 
COVID, and with the COVID relief fund that was set up early on by the McGowan government, which has over 
$150 million for distribution to help with mitigating the effects of COVID right across the state. The dexterity shown 
by this organisation, both at an officer level and by its outstanding CEO at an executive level, has been nothing 
short of incredible. At times, the board of Lotterywest will deem an application does not merit progression. This may 
be for a number of reasons, all of which are available for anyone to look at on the website—although I understand 
from some debate in this place that some of the longer term members here have had trouble negotiating the 
interweb or whatever it is where they find that! 

I listened to a disjointed argument last night put in this place by my colleague from the North Metropolitan Region 
in which he questioned the independence and the integrity of the CEO and the board of Lotterywest. This is only 
the third time I have risen to speak in this chamber and it is the second time that I find myself having to come out 
in defence—not that she needs defending—of a competent and capable woman at the top of her profession whom 
others—this time, the band of brothers opposite—want to tear down. 

Yesterday, my esteemed colleague pointed out that there is a list of organisations that hold similar views to Victory Life 
Centre and they have all received funding from Lotterywest, according to him, and I do not question that. Out of the 
goodness of my heart, I asked the honourable member for some further information—albeit by way of interjection—
about who were the leaders of those organisations to which he referred. This is where the faux outrage and argument 
really fell apart, because neither he nor any of his band of brothers could name one person who leads one of those 
organisations. He derided me and said my interjection was irrelevant. I will contend that not only was it relevant, 
it was probably the most relevant thing anyone in this chamber heard for that whole 60 minutes. He could not name 
a single leader, and that is precisely the point. It is not about the organisations. It is not even about their leaders. It 
is about how the leader of this organisation conducts herself in public. For the honourable member not to realise 
this after, by his own admissions, six months of looking into this matter and many years of experience all around the 
chamber, as he told us, is simply beyond belief. It is about time the bashing of Lotterywest, which is an outstanding 
organisation, was stopped. 
I refer to the views he was defending, which have been expressed on many occasions by Margaret Court, the 
person who leads this organisation and who applied for the grant that the honourable member is so worried about. 
She has taken a very, very vocal approach and a particular stand against homosexuality and against everyone in 
the LGBTIQ community, and all those issues in general. She is entitled to do that, but it is also incredibly important 
that Lotterywest as an organisation is cognisant of what is being promoted under the banner of this organisation 
to which it may find itself potentially providing funding. It was the very measured view of the Lotterywest board 
that these views were entirely at odds with the very raison d’être of Lotterywest. Susan Hunt was unequivocal in 
her radio interview. She talked about the fact that she and the board believe the fundamental role of Lotterywest 
is to promote harmony and build a sense of belonging and a sense of community in the wider Western Australian 
community. I acknowledge something Hon Peter Collier said. He said that the outreach program does some good 
work, and he is absolutely right. It does do some good work. Lotterywest nonetheless has to take the view that the 
percentage of our population who identify as LGBTIQ are just as deserving of respect as any other member of our 
society. The Lotterywest CEO and her board are acutely aware that this organisation and its founder has on many, 
many occasions expressed a view that has demeaned the LGBTIQ community, which may be a subset, but it is 
a very welcome component and important community within the broader Western Australian community. 
It is time that the bashing of Lotterywest stopped. This chamber is cheapened and this Parliament is cheapened 
when we start trying to use the processes of Parliament to help out our mates. 
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